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Religious Studies has changed beyond recognition over the last few years.  Scripture or Religious Knowledge belongs to a different era.

A vibrant and successful Religious Studies Department at Coedcae has seen the popularity of the subject soar over recent years.  [image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]Gone are the ideas of “You only need R.St. to be a vicar”  “Why should I take R.St. if I don’t want to be a R.St. teacher?”

CAREER-WISE…..In many areas of work, employers look for someone with an enquiring mind, understanding and appreciation of other people’s points of view, and an ability to come to clear, informed decisions: these are all skills which are developed in Religious Studies.

What will a GCSE in Religious Studies do for me?

[image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf]Specifically an R.St. qualification meets needs in BROADCASTING, JOURNALISM, PUBLISHING, TEACHING, LAW, PROBATION SERVICE AND THE PRISON SERVICE, as well as full-time work with religious agencies.  There are also many exciting and fulfilling opportunities to WORK ABROAD, long and short term.  The understanding gained in R. St. can enhance work undertaken in a variety of fields and will benefit anyone considering an occupation which involves human inter-action.
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· ARMED FORCES, 

· ASSOCIATION OF CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS, 

· ASSOCIATION OF DISPENSING OPTICIANS,

· BANKS,

· BOOTS PLC,

· BUILDING SOCIETIES,

· CIVIL SERVICE,

· NURSING AND MIDWIFERY,

· HEALTH VISITING, 

· MARKS AND SPENCER PLC,

· POLICE, PROBATION SERVICE, SOLICITORS

· TOWN PLANNING……………..there are many more businesses and societies.  There simply isn’t enough space to print them all!
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IN EDUCATION……

Religious Studies is not only accepted as an academic qualification when applying for most jobs; it is also accepted as an entry qualification by universities and for further vocational courses.  It develops a wide range of skills, including those essential for enquiry, interpretation, reasoning, evaluation and communication.
AND PERSONALLY…..

Religious Studies provides you with opportunities to think about moral and ethical issues and to evaluate and make choices related to them.  Religious Studies is ultimately about LIFE and the OPINIONS OF SOCIETY.  Here at Coedcae our approach to the subject is open-minded, modern and progressive.  We encourage respect for the variety of faith systems that exist in our world. 

OK. SO WHAT WILL WE DO?

Coursework is no longer required for Religious Studies at GCSE.
2 examinations will be sat, 1 at the end of year 10 and the other at the end of year 11.

The papers are both worth 50% of the final grade.

The papers themselves are 1 hour 30mins in length.

In Year 10 Christianity Ethics is studied.

This includes investigating topics such as Abortion, Terrorism, Marriage and Divorce, Surrogacy, Prejudice and Discrimination, to name a few.

In Year 11 Judaism is studied. 
This involves an in depth study of the Jewish religion, their beliefs and practices and the Holocaust.
And Finally….

* Our examination results at GCSE have been 100% A*-G for the last 5 years, with approximately 24% of pupils gaining A* or A.
* The Department was awarded a Grade 1 at KS4 (GCSE) during the 2009 Estyn Inspection.

* Miss Roe, Head of Religious Studies, has written comprehensive ‘swot’ books based on her experience as an Examiner in Religious Studies.

* Any pupil who has the right motivation to succeed can feel confident of receiving the best teaching, guidance and support possible.

* After school and lunch time revision clubs will be held by members of the department, to give students that little extra help and encouragement in small groups.  
SO WHAT DO THOSE THAT HAVE DONE IT SAY?
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City Personnel Firm
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Cardiologist
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Retail Management
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Huh! What’s the point of taking Religious Studies when I don’t want to be a vicar or a Religious Studies teacher!
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‘It shows that a person has some understanding of the beliefs and values of others.’





‘Religious Studies is a way of broadening your understanding of the world and of people.  In this job, you have to meet people from all walks of life, and a huge range of cultural backgrounds.’





‘I have worked in manufacturing, construction, mining, the car industry and accountancy.  A religious understanding of life and affairs has always been of value in making judgements at and about work.’





‘When you work in a hospital, you come across quite a lot of people from varying backgrounds.  Doing RE prepared me for this.’





‘I’m not particularly religious; it was something that I took because it did give me a broad spectrum, and I work with a lot of different kinds of people.’
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