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Why Choose Music?

It may come as a surprise to you, but music actually covers much of what you do in other lessons:

History

Music has been around since man first learnt that hitting a hollow tree with a stick made a sound.  You will learn how music started off quite simple and then became more like the music we hear today.
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You will learn about music from other cultures and countries, and how important music is across the world.

Maths

Most music involves counting!  Learning to count in whole notes, half notes and quarter notes is important.

Science

You will experiment with sounds, and learn about how instruments work and why some musical sounds are nicer to our ears than others.

RE
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Music has always been an important part of different religious beliefs.

Media Studies
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ICT

Computers are used to help record, store and organise music.  You will learn to use a few different computer programs to make music.
English

You may be asked to write words for a song, or compose music to a poem.  You will learn how important words can be in music.

Languages

Many musical terms are actually Italian words!  You will learn what some of these words mean.  You will also listen to songs from other countries.

PSE

You will learn to work in a group, on your own or in pairs.  You may also need to solve problems and help other members of the group with their ideas.

So you see that studying music actually means that you experience a whole lot more!  But remember – music is meant to be fun!

Are there career opportunities with Music?

Of course there are.  If you are particularly talented at performing or writing music you may become a recording artist, or join a professional group of musicians.  Or, if you prefer using the technical equipment you could become an expert in Music IT, leading to careers as sound technicians or record producers.  There are courses to suit all musical interests in colleges and universities.  You may even want to become a teacher of music!

Whatever your musical tastes or interests, there is a career opportunity for you.

What Happens in Music Lessons?
There are four different areas of study you have to look at:
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Music in Wales
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Music Evolution
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Musical Structure

[image: image4.wmf]
Music for the Stage and Screen

You will have three Music lessons every week.  During these lessons you will:
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Listen to lots of different music and learn to understand how the different types of music are put together.
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Compose music in some of the different styles that you have learned about.  This may involve using the ICT equipment in the department and experimenting with different sounds and instruments to create your pieces.
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Perform different pieces of music either on your own, in pairs or as a whole class.  This will help to improve your skills and achieve better marks in the exam.

It is important that you become part of the classroom community and help each other with tasks.  Sometimes the best way to learn is to teach what you know to somebody else!

GCSE music lessons are fun!  You will not be expected to sit behind a desk and write all lesson – the emphasis will be on performing and composing your own music in various ways.  One lesson a week will be spent listening to different music and learning about how music works.

The music master familiarizes children’s minds with rhythms and melodies, thus making them more civilized, more balanced, better adjusted in themselves, and more capable in whatever they say or do, for rhythm and harmony are essential to the whole of life.

Plato (428-348 BC)

What Do I Have To Do For the Exam?

We will study for the WJEC music GCSE exam.  There is only one tier for entry. This means that all pupils will get a grade ranging from A* - G.
The exam is split into three parts:

Performing

You have to perform two pieces, one solo piece and one group piece.  You may sing or play an instrument for either piece.  You will not be told what pieces you must do – the choice is yours!  An examiner will come to listen to you perform in the spring term of Year 11.  This is worth 30% of your final mark.

Composing

You have to compose (or make up) two pieces with a TOTAL playing time of four minutes (in other words two minutes for each piece).  You will be guided through all composing tasks.  Your coursework is marked by your teacher, and a sample sent off to make sure that your teacher has given the right marks!  This is worth 30% of your final mark.

Appraising

This is where you have to listen to different types of music and answer questions.  You will sit ONE exam for this part of the course at the same time as your other subjects.  This is worth the final 40% of your total mark.
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