Modern Foreign Languages
Why learn a foreign language

There is no better way of getting to know about the lives and cultures of other people than by talking to them in their own language.   As more countries are joining the European Union, the need to speak a foreign language is becoming more important.

You are now competing for jobs with your European neighbours and even if you never go abroad yourself, you are likely to work for a company that will be trading with at least one foreign country.   The ability to speak a foreign language is a good business investment.

You are more likely to get a job in the following careers if you can speak modern foreign language.

Language Teacher



Translator

Travel Agent




Tourist Office Worker

Air Crew




Pilot

Armed Forces



Export Manager

Journalist




Tourist Guide

Interpreter




Bilingual Secretary

Hotel/Catering Manager


Wind Producer

Conference Organiser


Diplomatic Service

Civil Servant




European Law Specialist

Fine Art / Antique Dealer


Librarian

Other reasons for studying French and Spanish

Spanish is the third most widely spoken language in the world after Mandarin Chinese and English.   It has 266,000,000 speakers worldwide.

French, along with English, is the official language of:

· The United Nations

· The International Monetary Fund

· The International Olympic Committee

· The Council for Europe

G.C.S.E.

G.C.S.E. French and/or Spanish will teach you the skills essential to the learning of a foreign language; speaking, listening, reading and writing.   The emphasis is on communication so that you will find the course accessible, useful and enjoyable.   The topics studied are based on everyday life situations and you will have plenty of practice in listening to authentic French/Spanish materials.

The G.C.S.E. exam consists of tests at two tiers – foundation and higher and candidates can be entered for either in the reading and listening papers according to ability.   The writing and speaking exams are untiered.   The writing paper and speaking task will be done as controlled assessments; the other two skills will be tested by a final examination.   Use of dictionaries is allowed during coursework tasks.   There is the possibility of doing the Listening and Reading exams at the end of Year 10 (40% of the final grade).

Foundation Tier assesses grades C-G

Higher Tier assesses grades A*-D

Topics Studied

Home Life

Home Town

Education

Environmental Issues

Social Issues

Life in Other Countries

Youth Culture

New Technologies

The World of Work

The Media

ENTRY LEVEL

An Entry Level qualification is available to those who cannot cope with the demands of GCSE but who would still like a qualification in French or Spanish.

The course is based on continuous assessment and pupils’ work from booklets which are graded at the end of the course.

The topics studied are similar to those done at GCSE level.

