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Who is this suitable for? 

This course is suitable for all pupils with an interest in ICT. 

The course has recently undergone a transformation to meet the changing way we use computes today. You will be given an opportunity to use the more traditional software that will get you prepared for college and work. This includes spreadsheets, databases and presentation software. In addition to this, the course incorporates more progressive software allowing you to work with animation software, photo editing and graphic software and also web design software.
The pace of work is challenging and demands commitment and good attendance. 

Grades Available 

Grades available at GCSE are A* to G. Pupils will all sit the same level of assessment. 

Assessment
You will undergo several types of assessment; this will be ongoing throughout Years 10 and 11. 

	Assessment Type
	When
	Weighting
	Time Taken

	Year 10 Controlled Assessment
	Throughout year 10 – to be completed by May 2011
	30%
	20 hours

	Year 11 Controlled Assessment
	Throughout 11 – to be completed by April 2012
	30%
	20 hours 

	Paper 1 exam
	May/June 2012
	20%
	2 hours

	Paper 2 exam
	May/June 2012 
	20%
	2 hours


Controlled Assessment

The coursework element of the qualification has now been replaced by controlled assessments. This is divided into two sections. 30% will be completed under controlled conditions within 20 hours over many weeks in Year 10. This part of the assessment will look at more traditional software such as spreadsheets and databases. You will be given an exam paper and will be expected to create specific documents for a particular scenario. You will be fully prepared to do this coursework before starting it. 

The other 30% will be completed in Year 11, this part of the coursework is subject to the same controls as the previous coursework and will also take 20 hours. This time you will look at more graphics based software. Again, you will be fully prepared to use this various software in preparation for the coursework. 

The exam

You will also get two exams based on the theory surrounding this subject. The exam will be completed at the end of Year 11. These exams are written exams and are based on various topics including applications of ICT, hardware and software, ICT in society etc. You will be provided with interesting lessons and activities to prepare you for this. Most class work will be completed on the computer. Use of the internet will be an important part of your studies. All work will be available on our Moodle site, with interactive activities and quizzes. You will be expected to complete regular homework.

Essential Skills

As well as achieving a GCSE by the end of the Year you will also be given the opportunity to gain another qualification. Your Year 10 coursework will also be entered for an Essential Skills Wales Level 2 qualification in ICT. This will be worth one of the two Essential Skills you will need to achieve your Welsh Baccalaureate qualification.  
